CULTIVATORS AND HARWAHAS                             87

Census figures have invariably been showing a decline in
the number of weavers from decade to decade. According to
the Industrial Commission the apparent tendency for the num-
ber of weavers to decrease, in so far as it is real, is mainly if not
wholly confined to the coarse weavers who are often not whole-
time weavers, whose products are less specialized and more
exposed to mill competition and who find it easy to take to un-
skilled labour.1 The depressed class weavers being mostly
coarse weavers, these drawbacks are all too true of them.
Might we not infer, therefore, from what the Commission says,
that from 1872 to 1911 there was a real decrease in the number
of depressed class weavers ?

Proportion of Weavers

In the U.P., there are only two depressed castes engaged in
weaving, viz. Chamars and Koris. The Koris were not long ago
called Kori Chamars. Only during recent years have they suc-
cessfully separated themselves from the Chamars.2 Our obser-
vations show that it is only in the eastern and the central parts
of the province that about 1 per cent Chamars are still engaged
in weaving. In these parts weaving is done mostly by Momins
and Julahas. The Chamars of the western districts do not follow
this occupation at all. Here, weaving is in the hands of Vaish
or Mathuria Koris. About 70 per cent of these people still

to a numerous industrial population have now become extinct. This deca-
dence has occurred not in Dacca only but in all districts". (Industrial Com-
mission Report p. 249). Speaking about the condition of this industry
Romesh Dutt observes: "After 1820 the manufacture and export of cotton
piece goods began to decline steadily, never to rise again." (Economic
History of British India, p. 296.) This result was brought about by imposing
prohibitive import duties on Indian goods and by using the political power
of the East India Company to discourage Indian manufactures.

Hand-loom weaving is still an important cottage industry in India. The
Industrial Commission estimated the number of hand-looms at two to three
millions and their gross earnings at about 50 crores of rupees. (Report
pp. 391-94.) Towards the beginning of the last decade hand-loom output
was estimated at 61-39 per cent of mill output and the number of hands em-
ployed at about five millions. (Dey, H.L., Indian Tariff Problems in relation
to Industry and Taxation, p. 89.)

1  Report pp. 393-94,

2  Blunt op. cit.t p. 209.